
“Oh my god what is happening?”: Historic second home communities and 
post-disaster nostalgia 

Bailey Ashton Adie (Corresponding Author: bailey.adie@solent.ac.uk) 
Solent Business School, Faculty of Business, Law and Digital Technologies, Solent University, 

Southampton, UK 

ORCID: 0000-0002-0309-4511 
Twitter: @DrBaileyAdie  
 
Cecilia de Bernardi 
Centre for Tourism and Leisure Research (CeTLeR), School of Technology and Business Studies, 

Dalarna University, Falun, Sweden 

ORCID: 0000-0002-1400-0357 
Twitter: @Ceciliadb86 
 

Abstract 

Nostalgia is an important concept in the study of heritage tourism, especially as a push factor, but 
less attention is devoted to how nostalgia influences place attachment and vice versa, especially in 
relation to both individual and collective community experiences. While place attachment has been 
discussed in the context of second homes, nostalgia has received little attention, with none directed 
specifically at historic second home communities or those which had recently experienced a 
disaster. Therefore, this paper presents an analysis of semi-structured interviews conducted among 
second homeowners in Ocean Beach, New York, which is a century-old second home community 
with a rich local heritage that was hit by Hurricane Sandy in 2012. The findings show that the 
respondents display different aspects of nostalgia, in particular endo- and meso- nostalgia. This work 
conceptualizes meso-nostalgia as an umbrella term for the previously discussed nostalgias which 
focus on the gray area between personal and collective memories. The findings also show the 
respondents’ deep connection to the second home landscape, but there was a marked difference 
between respondents with inherited second homes and those who had purchased them wherein 
inherited homeowners’ nostalgia was closer to those of permanent residents in previous studies. 
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Introduction  

The etymology of the word nostalgia is Greek, a combination of the words nostos, roughly “return 
home”, and algia, “pain” (Boym, 2001), and it was originally used in medicine to describe pain 
associated with homesickness. While the term has evolved to now predominantly describe positive 
feelings related to temporal and spatial dimensions (Leone, 2015), the concept has continued to 
focus on the importance of place as a locus for memory. For Boym (2001, p. 6), nostalgia is the 
“longing for a home that no longer exists or has never existed”, illustrating the continued 
importance of the notion of “home” in relation to nostalgia. While “home” is often used to refer to 
an individual’s primary residence, it is actually an extremely fluid concept, due in part to modern 
mobility and the shifting nature of “home” (Hui, 2009; Müller & Hall, 2018). Therefore, it stands to 
reason that a second home may function as a locus for nostalgia particularly as second homes have 
been known to supersede primary residences in emotional importance (Kaltenborn, 1998). In other 
words, “second homes are homes: There are relationships with neighbours, maintenance activities 
and worries about local issues” (Stedman, 2006b, p. 192). In particular, second homes provide “a 
sense of continuity, shared history and collective identity” (Selwood & Tonts, 2006, p. 174). This 
shared history can, in certain contexts, also be an integral element of local heritage, particularly in 
locations with a history of second homeownership (i.e. Keen & Hall, 2004; Müller, 2007; Picken, 
2018; Timothy, 2004). 

In the literature, heritage and nostalgia are frequently connected with Brumann (2015) arguing that 
nostalgia is often the impetus for the development of heritage tourism, wherein tourists can 
consume an idealized past separate from the unsatisfactory present (Kelly, 2009). Within the wider 
tourism literature, nostalgia is most frequently conceptualized in the context of travel motivation as 
a push factor (e.g. Bigley et al., 2010; Kim, Kim, & Petrick, 2019; Lee, 2015). However, there is also an 
acknowledgement of the importance of place attachment in the understanding of tourist nostalgia 
(Christou et al., 2018; Kim et al., 2019; Wood & Gabie, 2011) with Yeh et al. (2012) indicating that 
nostalgia can even be used to increase place attachment. Given the previous work on second homes 
and place attachment (i.e. Nielsen-Pincus et al., 2010; Selwood & Tonts, 2008; Stedman, 2006a), it is 
notable that there have been relatively few studies that explicitly discuss second homes and 
nostalgia (Periänen, 2006; Pitkänen, 2008; Vepsäläinen & Pitkänen, 2010). Of these, only Pitkänen 
(2008) specifically mentions nostalgia for the second home in and of itself. To date, there have been 
no studies which analyze nostalgia among second homeowners in historic second home 
communities. To this end, this paper seeks to fill this gap through an analysis of the nostalgic 
reactions of second homeowners as a response to Hurricane Sandy’s impact on an historic second 
home community in the USA. This then adds not only to the literature on nostalgia, place 
attachment and second homes but also to the understudied area of second homes and disasters. 

Theoretical Framework 

Second homes are a notably complex phenomenon, in great part due to the absence of an agreed 
upon definition of what a second home is (Hall & Müller, 2004; McIntyre, 2006; Müller, 2014; Paris, 
2009). While the term is most commonly applied as a broader “umbrella concept” (Back & 
Marjavaara, 2017; Hall & Müller, 2004), the application of the term second home varies significantly 
in diverse national contexts (Hall & Müller, 2004). Although second homes are found the world over 
(Müller & Hall, 2018), economically accessible second homeownership is a relatively new occurrence 
in many places. This has resulted in the development of more modern second home enclaves, such 
as those observed in coastal Spain (Rovira Soto & Clavé, 2018), or in the purchasing of existing 
properties in idyllic locales, a common practice in Europe where land is often at a premium (i.e. 



Blondy et al., 2018; Flemsæter, 2009; Gallent et al., 2003; Hoogendoorn & Marjavaara, 2018). In 
both of these situations, the existence of second home heritage attributes would likely be non-
existent in the case of the more modern developments or circumstantial for older properties which 
had previously been primary residences.  

This is not to imply, however, that heritage and second homes are mutually exclusive concepts. For 
example, in Scandinavia, the process of visiting a second home in the countryside is a long-standing 
tradition, forming an integral part of Nordic identity and heritage (Müller, 2007; Pitkänen, 2008). In 
particular, Swedish second home development extends back to the late 19th century, making it the 
longest standing second home tradition in Scandinavia (Müller, 2007). In both Australia and New 
Zealand, the oldest second homes were crudely constructed basic shelters which, through their 
importance to the, predominantly coastal, second home landscape, have become important 
elements of national heritage (Keen & Hall, 2004; Picken, 2018; Selwood & Tonts, 2004). Second 
homes in the USA, a tradition dating back to the 1800s, are notably more diverse, particularly in 
architectural style, which is dependent not only on the geography of the house’s location (i.e. coast, 
lake, mountains) but also on the region in which the house is located (i.e. New England, Mid-Atlantic, 
Midwest) (Timothy, 2004). In these types of settler countries, Paris (2009, p. 300) notes that “second 
homes were an element of making places, often in previously unsettled coastal areas.” This is clearly 
visible in Canada where the second home “cottage” landscape is both specific to the rural 
environment while also being distinct from Canadian conceptions of rurality (Halseth, 2004). Thus, as 
can be observed, particularly in settler societies, second homes and the traditions surrounding them 
represent a distinct second home heritage which is both tangible and intangible in nature.  

While the initial motivation for new or first generation second homeowners is often noted as being 
tied to the concept of escape (Nouza et al., 2018; Stedman, 2006a; Williams & Van Patten, 2006), 
reconnecting with nature (Jaakson, 1986; Müller, 2002; Tuulentie, 2006), or even as an investment 
property (Norris & Winston, 2010; Paris, 2018), some have purchased homes specifically as a legacy 
for future generations (Jansson & Müller, 2004; Williams & Van Patten, 2006). Unsurprisingly, 
especially given the traditions surrounding second home use, homes are often inherited as well 
(Svels & Åkerlund, 2018; Williams & Van Patten, 2006). Meanings become attached to second homes 
through this intergenerational use, with the home playing a key role in familial events and anchoring 
them to the second home as place (Blondy et al, 2018). Thus, the second home can be seen as a 
fixed point within a family where past, present and future generations intersect through shared 
memories (Pers et al., 2018). These layered meanings and memories connected to the second home 
landscape assist in the creation and reaffirmation of second home users’ attachment to their 
“home”.  

Tuan (1990) noted that connections to places are intrinsically stronger dependent on length of time 
immersed in that spatial context as the appreciation of a certain place or area is deeply linked to the 
memories one has of it, which they termed “topophilia”. While the use of this term and place 
attachment appear to be discipline and context dependent, Stedman and Ingalls (2014) found no 
substantial difference between the two. Although place attachment will be used in this work, in part 
due to its common usage in second home research, perspectives from studies on topophilia will also 
be integrated due to the term’s prevalence in the nostalgia literature. Within the context of second 
homes, place attachment, according to Kaltenborn (1997, p. 186), is “the sense of place or sets of 
meaning associated with the recreation homes and the surrounding settings [which] are intertwined 
with natural, social, historical, and cultural processes.” Thus, place attachment is inherently 
contextualized not only by the specificities of the second home and its physical location but also by 



each individual user’s experiences, emotional ties, and memories (Nouza et al., 2018; Tuulentie, 
2007). 

It is this contextuality that accounts for the varied levels of place attachment as well as what 
influences this attachment within past second home research. For example, several studies have 
looked at the differences between permanent residents and second homeowners wherein second 
homeowners were less place attached (Nielsen-Pincus et al., 2010), equally attached but for differing 
reasons (McIntyre & Pavlovich, 2006) or more place attached that permanent residents (Stedman, 
2006a, 2006b). Interestingly, in all of these studies, the second homeowners’ place attachment was 
not intrinsically tied to community. This contrasts with the findings from other studies which note 
the importance of the local community for the development of strong place attachment (Kelly & 
Hosking, 2008; Selwood & Tonts, 2006). In the case of Selwood and Tonts (2006), the level of place 
attachment was also heightened by the length of time spent in the area and associated memories 
made. Furthermore, although Anton and Lawrence (2014, p. 459) were discussing primary residents, 
they emphasized that those who “move to places because they find them more physically 
appealing…may be more open to forming emotional and functional attachments to that place.” 
Therefore, place attachment among second homeowners may be high, either due to self-selection of 
location or through the influence of emotional attachment and memories. This is particularly crucial 
as place attachment has been noted as being important to decision-making in relation to second 
homes (Adie, 2020; Nouza et al., 2018) 

The emphasis on the importance of memory to the development of place attachment inextricably 
links this concept with another, nostalgia (Lewicka, 2013; Tsai et al., 2020; Yeh et al., 2012). 
Nostalgia has been investigated thoroughly in relation to sports tourism (e.g. Cho et al., 2014; 
Joseph, 2011; Ramshaw & Gammon, 2005; Wood & Gabie, 2011) as well as other contexts, such as 
heritage tourism (Lee, 2015), seaside tourism (Jarratt, 2015), dark tourism (Bigley et al., 2010), and 
place attachment (Clarke & Bowen, 2018; Tsai et al., 2020). Clarke and Bowen (2018) found that 
tourists may develop “nostalgic bonding (with place),” particularly in relation to early adulthood. 
Place attachment can also be expressed through the “shared enjoyment of memory”, triggered by 
place-specific sensory elements (Wood & Gabie, 2011, p. 1199). For Christou (2020), these elements 
function both as a nostalgia trigger and nostalgic comfort for individual tourists. Seaside tourism 
instead focuses on childhood nostalgia, which “powers family narratives, confirms individual 
identity and unites those with a common identity. Seaside space allows or encourages expanded 
thought and a re-connection to something within themselves” (Jarratt, 2015, p.15). Within the 
second home context, the local, often rural, landscape or even the second home itself becomes the 
locus of nostalgia, providing a comforting familiarity to its users (Jaakson, 1986; Vepsäläinen & 
Pitkänen, 2010). For example, in the case of Finnish second homeowners, the second home 
“landscape evoked memories and images of childhood and linked the landscape to a sense of 
nostalgia” (Pitkänen, 2008).  

Previous work has conceptualized nostalgia as either being endo- (personal) or exo- (historical) in 
nature (Berliner, 2012; Brumann, 2015; Christou, Farmaki, & Evangelou, 2018; Phau et al., 2016; 
Suntikul, 2017). In other words, if the individual is seen as the departure point of a continuum, endo-
nostalgia is the most closely related to the person as it is based on their individual memories and 
experiences. In comparison, exo-nostalgia is distanced from the individual wherein a person longs 
for a romanticized version of a past outside of their own lived experience. However, these are not 
absolutes, with Berliner (2012) emphasizing the existence of a gray area in the middle, which we 
have termed meso-nostalgia. Meso-nostalgia encapsulates the interrelationship between lived 
experience and something that a person has not experienced directly but has “remembered through 



the eyes and stories of a loved one” (Baker & Kennedy, 1994, para. simulated nostalgia). Meso-
nostalgia, then, is the point at which personal memories become inextricably tied with community 
or family memory in which the nostalgic expression results in a blending of experiences and 
emotions, with the personal used to elucidate the historical and vice versa. Thus, nostalgia is viewed 
as a continuum wherein multiple nostalgia subtypes, which have been identified in previous studies, 
can be situated (see Table 1).   

<<INSERT TABLE 1 HERE>> 
 
Nostalgia has been noted as being particularly heightened in times of change (Davis, 1979) wherein 
nostalgia is, in and of itself, an expression of loss (Boym, 2001). When this nostalgia is driven by a 
elevated sense of place attachment, disruptive change, such as disasters, which dramatically alter 
the pre-existing landscape, only serve to increase this nostalgic expression of grief (Morrice, 2013; 
Silver & Grek-Marin, 2015; Stewart, 2008). According to Boym (2001, p. 6), these individuals are 
expressing their “longing for a home that no longer exists” and, given the subjective nature of 
memory, may “[have] never existed” at all. Second homes may, due to their location, be particularly 
prone to disaster scenarios from natural hazards, i.e. droughts (Hoogendorn & Fitchett, 2018), 
coastal hazards (Hall, 2017), and volcanoes (Ruiz & Hernández, 2014). However, while the potential 
impact of place attachment on second homeowners in the context of disasters has been previously 
discussed (Adie, 2020), nostalgic responses of second homeowners in the wake of a disaster has as 
yet been unexplored. As disasters are a noted trigger for nostalgia, this manuscript will now proceed 
to undertake an analysis of the expressions of nostalgia by homeowners from the historic second 
home community of Ocean Beach, New York as a response to the impact of Hurricane Sandy. 

Ocean Beach, Fire Island, New York 

Ocean Beach, New York is located on Fire Island, which is a narrow, 31-mile-long barrier island off 
the south of Long Island. While largely uninhabited for much of its history, it became a coastal 
holiday destination in the mid-19th century, with the first second home community formed in 1894 
(Koppelman & Forman, 2008). Continued development resulted in the establishment of seventeen 
second home communities, and, in 1964, all but five miles of Fire Island was designated a national 
seashore, which served to protect both the natural and second home heritage landscape. The 
majority of the housing on the island is second homes, with most used solely in the summer months. 
There are no personal cars allowed on the  island during the summer, with the main method of 
arrival either by ferry or personal watercraft. Ocean Beach has a total of 562 second homes (U.S. 
Census Bureau, 2010), making it the largest second home community  on the island and one of the 
only ones with its own local government. It was incorporated in 1921 as a result of the merger of the 
Stay-a-While Beach Estates and neighboring property owned by John A. Wilbur (Koppelman & 
Forman, 2008) and maintains a local historical society which preserves and promotes the history of 
the village (Incorporated Village of Ocean Beach, 2020). The village, as well as the rest of the island, 
experienced significant damage when Hurricane Sandy hit on 29 October 2012, which was the worst 
hurricane to make landfall since 1938. While the ‘38 hurricane left Ocean Beach relatively 
untouched, preserving the historic beach house landscape (Koppelman & Forman, 2008), Hurricane 
Sandy and the Nor’easter storms that followed caused significant damage. Across Fire Island, 200 
homes were completely destroyed (Blake et al., 2013) and a further 2,200 experienced damaged 
(U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, n.d.).  

Methodology 



The findings presented in this paper are derived from a larger study which was conducted in 2017 
over the 4th of July holiday weekend in order to ensure that there would be a higher level of 
homeowner occupancy, in line with previous research (Stewart & Stynes, 2006). Interviews were 
primarily sourced through one of the author’s own community connections, using their insider 
status as a direct family member of a homeowner as well as their family’s strong multi-generational 
connection to the village. Along with this convenience sampling, snowball sampling was also used to 
further expand the reach of the study (Robinson, 2014). The reliance on an author’s personal 
network provided the interviewees with the freedom to express themselves (Dwyer & Buckle, 2009) 
without a need to further explain the idiosyncrasies of the study area, and the snowballing sampling 
through this network functioned similarly. A total of 14 semi-structured interviews were conducted, 
lasting anywhere from seven to 35 minutes, with the author prompting the interviewees to respond 
to questions around their connection to Fire Island and their second home as well as their reaction 
to the impact of Hurricane Sandy. While the author did ask certain targeted questions, the majority 
of the interview was conducted as a discussion, similar to the work of Tuulentie (2007), which 
provided the interviewee space to freely express themselves and thus provide more depth to their 
comments. The interviews were recorded, transcribed, and analyzed for markers of place-based 
nostalgia. In the context of this paper, the transcriptions were analyzed following an abductive 
approach, which is a constant dialogue between themes related to nostalgia emerging from the 
interview data and the studies presented in the literature review. 

Findings 

All of the interviewees in this study had chosen to return to their second homes following Hurricane 
Sandy. Half had significant damage while the other half had little or no damage to their property. All 
were over the age of 40 with the majority over the age of 65. They were predominantly retired and 
highly educated, with almost all having spent at least some time in higher education. Additionally, six 
of the homeowners had inherited their property from a family member while the others had 
purchased their property. In total, half of the interviewees exhibited place-based nostalgia when 
discussing the impact of Hurricane Sandy on Ocean Beach, with the responses fairly evenly split 
between homeowners who had inherited and those who had purchased. Unsurprisingly, endo-
nostalgia was the most common nostalgia type to emerge as this draws on the personal memories of 
the homeowners, with meso-nostalgia appearing less frequently. Interestingly, exo-nostalgia did not 
appear, but this could be attributed to the focus of the interviews on personal experience and 
perceptions. 

The most frequent expression of endo-nostalgia occurred in response to alterations in the physical 
environment as a result of the hurricane. In particular, the comments centered on the replacement 
of the traditional beach cottages, which are single story houses constructed almost entirely from 
wood and are representative of traditional mid-Atlantic coastal second homes (Timothy, 2004), with 
modern houses as well as the lifting of houses in order to decrease flood risk and insurance costs. 
While all of the respondents (R3, R4, R8, R14) reflected on these changes in relation to the 
community’s historic appearance that had been eroded by the damage from the hurricane, not all 
expressed this loss in the same way. For example, both R8 and R4 spoke with sadness, with R4 
observing: 

We're no longer a village of cottages or small houses […] It’s built so that everything is 

at least eight feet high, and, when people build now, they no longer build one story. 

They're building three stories, and so it’s lost a lot of its charm in many ways […] I 



walked down Denhoff1 the other day and I said “Oh my god what is happening?” […] 

It’s no longer […] the charming little village that you're used to. 

R3 responded with frustration, stressing their desire to protect the character of the village.  

There's a whole younger generation moving in […] and a little bit are changing, you 

know, the composition of people like […] us who are trying to make a little bit of an 

effort to keep this as a beach house community. You know, now we have mansions 

that are practically bigger than houses in Long Island […] It’s a horrible thing to think 

about but, ultimately, what Sandy did is it, a little bit, gentrified this village. 

In comparison, R14 noted that: putting these houses up has changed the aspect of this place, but the 

people have no choice. This respondent exhibits a sense of loss which is simultaneously accepting of 
the inevitability of the physical changes as a result of the damage from the hurricane. While all of 
these individuals express a longing for the pre-hurricane landscape, it is interesting to note that R14, 
who is the only one who inherited their house, is also the most accepting of the inevitable change to 
the physical environment. This can potentially be viewed as the result of the nostalgic locus for R14 
being their own house, which was undamaged, and the family memories attached to it (Blondy et al., 
2018; Jaakson, 1986) as opposed to the more general landscape, which would have been self-
selected by the purchasing homeowners due to its aesthetic appeal (Anton & Lawrence, 2014).  

Physical change was also highlighted by R12, albeit more localized to their own property. However, 
in this instance, the object, a tree, was infused with childhood memories of play. 

We had a giant swamp maple tree out front which just was cut down last year, but 

they said that really probably soaked up so much water every day that that's why 

maybe we never flooded. […] When I was 10, it was here. We were climbing it […] so it 

was really an old tree. 

Childhood memories appear again when R12 was contemplating the nature of change within the 
context of Ocean Beach. 

My [family member]  used to work in [the village grocery] store, in the market over 

there. So, you know, that was great. [The owner], he was great. He really was, behind 

the counter, […] and he wouldn't let anybody touch the fruit. […] It was a great store, 

and my [family member] loved it there. My mother loved it because she got 10% off, 

so she would go down shopping there. It was nice but […] you know progress came. 

In both of these nostalgic responses, R12 reaffirms their connection to the second home landscape, 
both in terms of their own personal history as well as within that of the broader community. This 
emphasis on childhood memories aligns with findings from previous research on both second homes 
(Pitkänen, 2008) and seaside tourism (Jarratt, 2015).  

In R10’s interview, their response to the post-hurricane landscape included both childhood 
memories as well as a longing for a lost physical landscape. However, their personal nostalgic 
expression was intrinsically intertwined with familial memories of an unexperienced past, resulting 
in meso-nostalgia. 

When I was young, the dunes, I swear to god […], the dunes were like two stories high, 

and we used to like sometimes, not often, take our little surfboards and ride down the 

 
1 This is one of the “streets” in Ocean Beach, locally called walks which are pedestrian only during the summer 
season.  



dunes […] The dunes were really high when my parents […] the beach was so big they 

used to play baseball on it. Like, they'd have a whole baseball field on the beach. 

Similarly to R12, R10 is reminiscing about childhood play in relation to the local landscape, in this 
case the public coastline. However, their meso-nostalgia centers the dunes as a focal point through 
which to relate both their own and their parents’ experiences, connecting their lives across time and 
localized in space.  

Whereas R10’s meso-nostalgia is rooted in childhood and parental experiences, R9, who purchased 
their home, links their memories of being a “newcomer” to the community’s past experiences. 

There's a major difference in the last 35 or 40 years as to what kind of place it is. This 

used to be a place where people would buy a house and use it. There were people that 

rented and used it as an investment property, but, in general, you saw the same 

people every year […] compared to the 70s [it] was a very different kind of place. 

When I came here, I felt like an interloper because people had been here for 30 or 40 

years, and, if you bought in the 20s and 30s and 40s, half the houses weren’t here. I 

have a picture of my house in 1911, and there was only one other house in the picture. 

And it was on [another] walk. […] So, it was very different, but, you know, things 

change. And you gotta roll with the punches. 

In R9’s responses, their meso-nostalgia draws on their memories of being an outsider after 
purchasing their home as well as on the evolving community structure, both prior to their house 
purchase as well as the more recent changes. They center this meso-nostalgia on their own second 
home, which allows them to physically connect their own experiences to the broader history of the 
second home community.  

Discussion & Conclusion 

Hurricane Sandy was the worst storm to hit Ocean Beach since the Long Island Express in 1938 and, 
while the community is no stranger to natural hazards, the damage from this storm was substantial. 
Expressions of nostalgia, then, are an expected response to this  sudden disruptive impact (Boym, 
2001), particularly given that all respondents had been coming to the island for decades. In fact, this 
length of time should have led to fairly similar nostalgic responses, in line with Tuan (1990), 
especially given the shared second home heritage of the community (Kaltenborn, 1997). This is 
partially observable in the lack of exo-nostalgia, which reinforces the localized nature of this second 
home community, both physically and interpersonally, wherein nostalgia is a direct result of strong 
place attachment and community connection, in line with previous research (Kelly & Hosking, 2008; 
Selwood & Tonts, 2006). However, and perhaps of greater interest, is the visible differences 
between the nostalgic responses from those who inherited and those who purchased their second 
homes. Those who purchased their second homes generally expressed nostalgia for the external 
attributes of the historic second home landscape, in particular the traditional cottages. Even when 
R9 is discussing the alterations in the community, they are still discussing this framed through an 
historical perspective wherein change is a result of development of the built environment. In 
contrast, those who inherited their homes expressed nostalgias which were predominantly driven by 
childhood and familial experiences (Jarratt, 2015) or which, in the case of R14, illustrated an 
acceptance of external change as inevitability.  

These differences contradict what would be expected from second homeowners as a whole given 
the relationship between place attachment and nostalgia (e.g. Clarke & Bowen, 2018; Tsai, Hsu, & 
Chen, 2020). Instead, these findings indicate a similar dynamic as has been observed between the 



place attachment of permanent residents and second homeowners. More specifically, those who 
have purchased their homes experience a nostalgia that is connected to the second home 
environment. This indicates a place attachment that is derived from the external landscape, in line 
with previous research (McIntyre & Pavlovich, 2006; Stedman, 2006a, 2006b). In comparison, the 
nostalgia of the homeowners who had historical familial ties to the community was intrinsically tied 
to the broader sense of community centered in their personal second home context where the 
meaning ascribed is imbued with intergenerational memories. For these individuals, their nostalgia, 
and therefore place attachment, are more similar to what would be traditionally observed in 
permanent residents (McIntyre & Pavlovich, 2006; Stedman, 2006a, 2006b) or those whose second 
home used to be the family primary home (Flemsæter, 2009; Nouza et al., 2018). Based on these 
distinctions, it would appear that historic second home communities, such as those commonly found 
in settler contexts, are different socially constructed spaces in comparison with other forms of 
second home tourism. 

It should be noted that this study has several limitations, notably the relatively small number of 
interviews and focus on only one community on Fire Island. Future research should strive to include 
a broader array of homeowners. Further limitations can be observed as the result of the focus of the 
broader study not having been nostalgia specific, which may have resulted in only a partial 
understanding of each respondent’s post-disaster nostalgic response. Future research that is fully 
focused on nostalgia would provide greater clarity as to the applicability of these results. 
Additionally, it would be of interest to also assess the nostalgic responses from individuals who have 
sold their homes, in order to see as to whether or not there is a difference between those that left 
and those that stayed. Furthermore, given the specificities of purpose-built second home 
communities, future research should be undertaken in order to better understand post-disaster 
nostalgia in various second home contexts.  
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Table 1 The Nostalgic Continuum 

 

Nostalgia level Type of nostalgia Example literature (e.g.) Definition 
Endo-nostalgia  Personal, Real or Direct nostalgia 

(related to both objects and people) 
Bapiri, Esfandiar, & Seyfi (2020) 
Fallon & Robinson (2017) 
Lin et al. (2020) 

Related to heritage (tangible and 
intangible) that a person has experienced 
personally. A site is felt to be part of 
personal heritage. 

Meso-nostalgia Nostalgia in the context of diaspora Agnew (2005) 
Joseph (2011) 

This type of nostalgia has been described in 
different contexts. Examples are diaspora, 
communist heritage and World Heritage 
Sites. This type of nostalgia is described as 
an indirect connection, which is lived 
through the memories of the family, the 
community or generally in the memories of 
others. There is a strong link between 
individual experience and a past that a 
person has not experienced directly. 

Simulated nostalgia Baker & Kennedy (1994) 
Fallon & Robinson (2017) 
Lin et al. (2020) 

Learned or Vicarious nostalgia Baker & Kennedy (1994) 
Clarke & Bowen (2018) 

Interpersonal or Virtual nostalgia Cho et al. (2014) 
Holak (2014) 
Lin et al. (2020) 

Grey area between Endo- and Exo-
nostalgia 

Berliner (2012) 

Exo-nostalgia Collective, Historical or Cultural 
nostalgia 
 

Fallon & Robinson (2017) 
Cho et al. (2014) 

This type of nostalgia is a longing for a past 
to which a person does not have any 
particular direct or personal connection. It 
is lived through the wider community, a 
cultural community or some other type of 
community. It is strongly connected to 
heritage, especially tangible, as it is often 
linked to conservation efforts. Reflective 
and restorative nostalgia are also directly 
linked to the individual so that the 
nostalgia felt by both the individual and the 
community are directly linked. 

Colonial or Imperial nostalgia Bandyopadhyay (2012) 
Bear, Avieli, & Feldman (2020) 
 

Reflective nostalgia Holak (2014) 
Boym (2001) 

Restorative nostalgia Holak (2014) 
Boym (2001) 


